R R R

3 e —— —
- —rew . 02 L
-~ & §

-~

EEMINY

11k WOMAN OF SUBSTANGE NOVEMBER 23, 19957 RUPEESTWEN

HOW TO BE THE WEIGHT
7~ YOU WANT—FOREVER
RUCHI MALHOTRA
TAKES WING
; Dé)HirLAI\)RREEII\\JJT?OPUSH THEIR
R . O HARD
lmlngH é@ﬁ‘h@?ﬁ? THE KOTWARA CC
MISS ASIA PACIFIC QUTFITS TH/
QUEST REGAL SPLE]

Scanned with CamScanner



e

ﬂaqmee

MOTHER AND |

as  you
E\/EN double
up N loughter as the
shenanigans on stage
reach new heights of
absurdity in “Family Ties
I, you can't help but
wonder how molher
Pearl Padomsee —
playing the "Guijju” NRI
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YAUGHTER IN THE SAME PLAY. AND PEARL AND RAE(| PADAMS
ENIOYING THE EXPERlENCE. AGAIN

so offen, | can safely
say that my mother’s
a very accommodat-
ing person. She's not
of allautocratic or dog-
matic and doesn't
throw her  weight
around just because
she's my mother, nor
ploy prima donna

i Kokiloben Patel — ana
{ daughter Raell Podam-
see, director of the
play. manage to doit.
After all, it can’t be
all that easy for Pearl, a
veteran director in her
own right, to take
orders from daughter
Raell. Neither can it be
a cakewak for the
soid daughter, especi-
ally when mama Pearl
happens to be a vinta-
ge actress who cut her
teeth on stage long
before Raell was born.

But, according to
Raell, it's not ‘that’
tough!

“I've already direct-
ed her in a couple of
plays like ‘Interpreters’
and ‘Family Ties I',”
she explains.  “"And,
after working together
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Pearl (centre) plays a ‘Gujju’ a8
NR! in ‘Family Ties II’
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Podameee. And since
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funchioning we v¢
both learmt 1o accept
or reject each other's

cugaeshons WIth no
hardd feelings on either
siclos She continues
roflectively ‘As such,
both she and my father
Alyque are equally
ovacting. but she'salit
e casior 1o work with
than my father,” Raell
admits frankly

Says Pearl. “That's
because I've taken

core of my ego a long
time ago. But haven't
quite manaqged to take
care of my temper,’”’
she adds wryly. “Attri-
bute that to my age:
I'm 60 plus (the spright-
ly little dance number
she does in the play
belies the fact). or attri
pbute it to my bad heal-
th (she’s had a bypass,
not so very long ago).
But temper aside, I've,
always ollowed both
my children  (Ranijit
Chowdhury's the other
one) a lot of space.
Because | believe |f
you're too close, the-
re're bound to be
more fights.”

Roell also feels the
fact that both she and
Pearl have very differ-
ent styles of directing.
has meant less friction
on the sets

"My mother's got
a very dernonstrative
style —  she  knows
what she wants and
shows you hows to do it
the's a more involved
director, she wants to
ploy all the parts her-
selfl’” raell says.,
fongue firmly in cheek.

I'm different.  I'm
not so demonstrative; |
izt my actors interpret
and improvise on their
own and then | polish

T

Cyrus Broacha and Pearl Pada

Up_fheir performances.
-l guess my direct-
Ng  style has been
influenced by the fact
that I'm a teacher,
Pearl explains. “When
you've been teaching
youngsters acting for

. aslong as 16 years, the

way | have, you get
into the habit of show-
ing them ‘how’ to do
what you want them
to do!

“But nowadays I'm
into  double  shiffs,””
Peorl laughs. “From
two p.m. fo four p.m.,
I'm a director ordering
my litfle ones around:
and from six p.m. fo

eight p.m. I'm an
actress, rehearsing
with Raelll”

| could never do
this, I'd find the shift
too difficult,”  Raell
admits.

And although now-
adays. Raell too, with
her Little Actor’s Clgb.
is doing the dual shifts
of teaching and direc-

ly been keen on
acting. inspite of the
impressive family linea-
ge — father, Alyque
Padamsee; mother,
Pearl Padamsee; bro-
ther, ., Ranjit Chow-
dhury.

Raell has an explana-
tion for this. “I've
always loved working
backstage even when
I was a little girl. But, in
the first play | acted in,
‘Don’t Drink The Water”,
directed by my mother,
on the first day. first
show, | forgot my first
linel”  She laughs.
“And that’'s when |
decided | was better
off working behind the
scenes. As it is, we
have too many stars in
the family!"’

Pearl, too, admits
that, “'Though Raell’s a
good actress, she’s not
really interested: and
doesn’t have any
deep desire to act. But
she does have a deep

msee in 'Family Ties II'
ting. she has never real-

desire to work with
children.”’
Another aspect

mother and daughter
differ on is films. While
Pearl unabashedly ad-
mits she just ‘loves” act-
ing in films (who can
forget her memorable
roles in 'Khatta Mee-
tha’ or ‘Baton Baton
Mein'?), Raell as
unequivocdally says she
“hates the thought''.
But both have ambival-
ent reactions to televi-
sion.

While Pearl says "No
TVI"" very emphatical-
ly. Raell voices a hesit-
ant ""Not yet...”

So there you have
it, Pearl Padamsee
and Raell Padamsee.
Mother and daughter.
Bound by something
more than the umbili-
cal cord and their shar-
ed genes. Bound by
their all pervasive. all-
encompassing love for
theatre. And each
other.
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